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ACTION UPON THE CASE. 


CHAPMAN againſt HA WN]. 


. 


Ms. Laws opened the Nn on. the "ou of the " 
plaintiff, | 


The declaration ſtated, That in conſideration of the plain- 
2 uff, Miſs Elizabeth Chapman, undertaking to marry the 
defendant, Mr. Shaw, he undertook to marry her, and in 
breach of that promiſe he had W to rs hy and had 


married another lady. 


* 


3 „ 
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| To this declaration the defendant pleaded, that he had 
3 no ſuch e and e iſſue was e 


Mx. Mixc Ax, as a Counſel for the bana, opened 


FT his client s caſe as follows: 
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May it pleaſe your Loritiy, and vou, Gentlemen of 
the 5 


I am Counſel in this caſe on behalf of Miſs Elizabeth 
Chapman, who [complains of a; moſt / ſerious injury. Miſs 
Chapman is the daughter of a very reſpectable tradeſman, | 
who lives ſomewhere in the neighbourhood of Holborn. 
You will find by the evidence which I ſhall produce to you, 
that this Gentleman, Mr. Shaw, uſed every addreſs and 
every little art, by which men too often get complete 
poſſeſſion of the affections of the other ſex; and 1 am 
ready to confeſs this was not without the approbation of 
her family: this young Gentleman went on from time to 
time to viſit, the family, and repeatedly promiſed to marry 
this lady. You will find by his letters, and by the evidence 
of a great number of perſons, it ſeemed impoſſible for him 
to enjoy any happineſs i in this world without marrying her. 


1 this manner the defendant got compleat poſſeſſion of the 
"TG k „ go # affetions 
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affections of this young lady; he even kept up his i intimacy 

with Miſs Chapman until the time that he was married 
to another lady; he repeatedly ſaid that he would marry 
her, although contrary to the inclinations of his family. 
Mr. Shaw, however, went to the North, where his parents 
lived; and, to her utter ſurpriſe, ſhe ſoon found that he had 
married a young lady in Yorkſhire ; what fortune he got 

to induce him to marry this lady I know not, although I 
ſhall be able to give en ene of his ſituation and 


circumſtances. 


It is not poſſible to aggravate a caſe of this kind by any 
obſervations I can make. There cannot be a more unjuſt, - 
a more unmanly conduct, than for a man to ſeduce a woman's 
affections, by every little art and ſtratagem, when at the ſame 


time he has no ſerious intentions of marrying her. 


Gentlemen, that ſuch N bs NG and unmanly I 

truſt you will mark by your verdict: This young man was 
uniformly treated as one of the family; when he went to 
the North, however, he met with another young lady, 
whom, for ſome reaſon, he preferred; but I will venture 
to aſſert, if my inſtructions are not falſe, that there was 


not the ſmalleſt reaſon to complain of Miſs CHAPMAN. 
1755 He 
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He bells himſelf in the: moſt affeQtionate terms to her 
at the very moment that he was paying his addreſſes to 


another 12 this was not the conduct of a man of 


” * 58 
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What 'apology, excuſe, or extenuation, he ſhall make in 


his defence I do not pretend to know; I ſhall call my 
witneſſes, and prove my caſe, and then you, Gentlemen : 
of the Jury, will give to this young lady ſuch a ſatisfaction 


in damages, as the nature of the caſe ſeems to require. 


„* , 


ie zen en PLATE TIEN, 
Mrs. Marr CHAPMAN called and et by 


Ms. GARROW. 


Lam the mother of this young lady. 


Mx. Law, here aſked Mrs. Chapman, if this action 


was not carried on at the expence of — en 8 As 


She n that it was not: + Bet at the expence of 


2 a brother-in-law. 


Mx. 


SOL RY (9 
Mr. GaRRow, on the part of the plaintiff ſaid, if k 
were, they were ready to remove this Wü by granting 


a releaſe. 


MRS. CHAPMAN. 


As I have juſt now obſerved, the plaintiff is my daughter. 
I am acquainted with Mr. Shaw, the defendant. From the 
latter end of Auguſt, 1787, to the latter end of July, 1789, 
Mr. Shaw paid his addreſſes to my daughter ; during all that 
, time ſhe reſided in my family. From the latter end of Au- 
guſt, 1787, until the latter end of February, 1789, Mr. 
Shaw viſited conſtantly at our houſe, except about ten 
weeks, when he was in the country ; ; he was every day at 
our houſe during that time; he was received with appro- 
bation by my huſband and the reſt of the family ; ; he was 
received and uſed as a ſuitor to my daughter; he entered 
into a converſation with me reſpecting his intentions to- 
wards my daughter ; this was about the latter end of July, 
1788. I was ſitting in the parlour by myſelf. He came 


down ftairs to me of his own accord from my daughter. 
He fat himſelf down on my right-hand ;—fays he, Mrs. 
Chapman, I and Miſs Chapman have . to be mar- 
ried.” 4 I anſwered—* Well—1 * 8 of i it.” I then turn- 

8 N ed 


[a3 

ed about to him, thinking that he was going to ſay ſome- 
thing more upon the ſubject. He looked a little /by, and 
ſaid, © L. thought, Madam, it was beſt to acquaint you with 
it.” This was all the converſation that paſſed at that time 
in the parlour. Mr. Shaw then went up ſtairs, and I imme- 
diately followed him ; he went up ſtairs to the room where 
my daughter had her muſic, and where ſhe ſlept; © My 
dear,” ſaid he, © addreſſing himſelf to my daughter, « I 
have acquainted your mother at laſt.” * What did you ſay?” 
| faid ſhe. © I have told your mother,” ſaid he, that you 
and I have agreed to be married.” I turned into the other 
room, where my huſband and I ſlept. I thought I would not 
interrupt them, and would have nothing to ſay to them. 
About an hour after that he went away. I do not know 


4 ; that I had any converſation with my daughter, On this 


ſubject, that night. The next day was Sunday, when Mr. 
Shaw was again at our houſe, as well as on Monday, Tueſday, 
and Wedneſday : he was at our houſe every day; he ſaid 
he would communicate every thing to Miſs Chapman, and 
| open to. her all his future hopes and proſpects in life; he 5 
took leave very kindly of all my family when he went 
into the country. I think I ſaw him again about the 
middle of October following. Mr. Shaw and my daughter 


were extremely fond of one another. He one day ſaid, 
| « Miſs 


4 

| « Miſs Chapman, I'll bring your brother-in-law to ſee you.” 
This was after his return from the country : this brother-in- 
loans was Mr. Shaw's own brother. He turned about to me, 
in the preſence of my daughter, and ſaid, Mrs. Chapman, 
I'll bring my brother to ſee you.“ I ſaid, © Sir, I ſhall. be 
very glad to ſee him, and be proud of his company.” Ina 
ſhort time after this he brought Mr. John Shaw to my houſe. 
Mr. Shaw, the defendant, had chambers, and I was preſent 
at a converſation in my houſe when he faid © Miſs Chapman, 
will you go and ſee how you like my chambers?” This 
was in the month of May, 1788. © Pray ſaid he, go and 
ſee whether they will do for us.” He was at this time in 
poſſeſſion of the chambers. He then turned about to me, 
and faid, Mrs. Chapman, wo'nt you go and ſee my 
chambers?” I anſwered him, © I have no notion of ladies 
going to ſee gentlemen's chambers.” After his return in the 
month of October he continued for ſome time to pay his 
attention to my daughter. He married in October, 1789, 
at the diſtance of a year. I never ſaw any alteration in his 
behaviour. I know no reaſon that my daughter gave him 
to break off his connexion. I did not ſuſpe& any more 
than the firſt moment 6 Was in her company. I had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion that he was courting another lady, until 
about two months 0 ore he was married. He married a 


— 
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Miſs right. After he was married I never had any con- 
verſation with him. I never was preſent when he ſaid any 
thing about it. My daughter is twenty-three years of age; 
Mr. Shaw is about twenty-four; or twenty-five years of age, 
and is an Attorney. 1 was preſent at Mr. Brown's when 
| Mr. Shaw was there. On the 16th of December Mr. Shaw 
ſent for me; and when I went in, he ſpoke to me firſt, 
and pulled off his hat; faid he Mrs. Chapman, I ac- 
quainted you with the affair between Miſs Chapman and 
me. Certainly you did,” ſaid I. Jou told me that you 
and Miſs Chapman had agreed to be married.” I then up- 

braided him with every thing I could think of, and aſked 
| him how he could do what he had done. I re- 
minded him of his attentions to my daughter ; he ſaid 
he was very ſorry for it; he was very ſorry he was mar- 
ried, for that Miſs Chapman was a very virtuous young lady, 
and of ſtrict integrity; he had no fault to find with her, nor 
with any belonging to her; he then had on a ring with fome 
of my daughter's hair in it; he ſaid; he knew he had acted 
very cruelly to her; he was very willing to make her a re- 
compence. He faid he had no fortune with his wife, but about 
an hundred pounds. This converſation paſſed in the preſence 
of Mr. Browne. Mr. Browne ſaid, Mr. Shaw, you would 
have had a deviliſh deal more with Miſs Chapman. He ſaid 


N 


he wiſhed he had known that he had got no property 
of his own. TI aſked him, what recompence he could 
make her. He ſaid, he would make her a yearly re- 
compence. I upbraided him with the injuſtice and un- 
manlineſs af the whole of his conduct. 


MRS. CHAPMAN CROSS-E XAMINED BY MR. ERSKINE: 


My huſband is a chair-maker. I have got eight children ; 
three of whom are daughters. The. firſt time this gentle- 
man, 22 the buſineſs to us, was when he came down 
from my daughter, and jumped into the room; for he 
was very active. Mrs. Chapman, ſaid he, Miſs 
Chapman and I have agreed to be married.” I turned | 
about, and looked at him, expecting to hear ſomething 
more. This was the firſt time he told me of this buſineſs. 
That was in the month of July, 1 78 8. I had a ſon who 
was fellow clerk with the defendant. This ſon introduced 
him firſt into our houſe. He faid, ©. Mother, I ſhall 
have a Gentleman or two, and hope you will make a little 


entertainment.“ I faid, I would. After Mr. Shaw had 


viſited at our houſe for ſome time, I obſerved him pay 
a particular attention to my daughter. I knew perfectly 
VVV well, 


* 
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well, who he was: he r 
Sharples; my ſon told me, he had got a place; he was 
out of his clerkſhip. In July, 1788, he ſaid he was a 


man of no fortune. I never aſked him what fortune he 
had, during the twenty-three months courtſhip which he 


paid to my daughter. I never adviſed my daughter to. 
* diſcourage his addreſſes : I knew his family, that it was a 


very reſpectable one; and he faid, he was the twelfth 
brother. Having a knowledge of his family, I did not 


think there was any neceſſit ity for writing to his father or 


brother. I had a mind the young people ſhould do as a 
they pleaſed. As I ſaid before, Mr. Shaw introduced his 
brother to us, one evening, about ſix o'clock. I believe 
he drank' tea; and my huſband ſhook hands with him. 
The defendant was under this brother's protection. I re- 
ceived him as I would have done any other gentleman. 
As ſoon as ever the defendant went into the country, he 
wrote directly to my daughter. It was before he went 


into the country, that he introduced his brother. I was: 
not at all ſurpriſed, when he deſired my daughter to go 


and ſee his chambers, tante I then looked upon him 
as much my daughter's huſband, as if he had actually 


been married to her. After Mr. Shaw was married, he 


ſent for me. He ſaid, Miſs Chapman was a lady of great 
virtue 


| Wi 
virtue and integrity; that he was very ſorry he was mar- 
| ried; and was willing to make any reparation in his power, 
to my daughter. He had only a ſmall property with his 
wife. He had e's an hundred a and no property 
of his own. 


Mr. Baowr fold, be weels hive tad « deity das 
more, had he married Miſs Chapman. 4 9 | 


T "know of no other action e againſt the 
defendant. 88 | 


MRS. CHAPMAN RE-EXAMINED BY MR. GARROW. | 


This young man went every W. where we viſited: 
he viſited with us at Mr. Neal's, and all our acquaintance. 
We have married three of onr family already. We gave 
each of them a portion of ſeverat hundred pounds ; and 
this daughter wonld have got the fame. After Mr. Shaw 
difcontinued his viſits to my daughter, e was our of 
her mind. She kept her bed, and never ſlept for ſeven 
days. She was ill twice; and this illneſs was manifeſtly 


——_— by Mr. Shaw's breaking off his viſits. In 
92 | | Een — 


} 
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expectation of marriage, I laid out zol. with a linen-drapei, 
— 121. for ſilk with another. There was a fever in the 
houſe! before ſhe was ill. My daughter's illneſs ; was not 
a ore throat, nor fever: her's was a diſorder of the 
mind. She was out of ber ſenſes two months. 


RICHARD CHAPMAN EXAMINED BY MR. LAWS... . 
I am brother to the plaintiff, 1 knew of Mr, Shaw's 


viſits to my ſiſter. The conduct of the defendant was 
ſuch as left me no doubt but that he had gained her ſincere 


_ affections. About March, 1788, my ſiſter met the de- 


fendant at a friend's houſe. Hle came home with her 
"Ay late; and the Ms were all in bed but myſelf. 


i The . here e kimſals, 3 gave ee of 
what: paſſed at a different meeting. He ſaid, that in March, 
1788, the defendant dined at their houſe, but that he ſaid he 
would not ſtay tea. The plaintiff ſaid that ſhe would make 


tea for him; ſhe actually did make tea for him, and made the 


toaſt herſelf. The defendant ſaid, he-wiſhed he could puſh 
on the es In November, ſaid he, we ſhall be, Liz.“ 


; — ” p 
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Another day, he was counting how many months it 
would be to July, when he ſhould go to the country; 
“And when I return,” ſaid he, we ſhall be married, 


Liz *,” 


CROSS-EXAMINED BY MR. LAW. 


They were to be privately married in November. I do 
not know from whom. I underſtood this. I have heard it 
ſince the action was commenced. When the month of 
November came, I never ſaid to Mr. Shaw, The month of 
November is now come, why don't you perform your 
promiſe? I was preſent when Mr. Shaw's brother was 
introduced at our houſe ; but I did not hear any thing of 
the marriage; it was never mentioned to me ſolely. 


| Lonp ä 


This duty was more incumbent on the parents; Fe they 
OT ſaid Moy” never tres 


* — ogra hpi defendant. 
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| Mr. KNEAL. 


ee of the filters: 


1 Aden then ff mk that, as 5 was the perſon 
who contributed to the expence of the aQtion, he could 
not be Leh examined. | 5 


MR, CHAPMAN EXAMINED BY MR. MINGAY. 


. 
+ £5 


LOO IE 6 ali 1 ow es 
Shaw, and have ſeen him frequently at our houſe. I al- 
ways received him as a perſon paying his addreſſes to my 

ſiſter; and he was ſo received by all the family. | There 
| appeared to me to. be a great attachment between my 
fiſter and him. She was ill, in conſequence of his dit- 
continuing his viſits, and was attended by a medical perſon. 
Mir. Shaw was acquainted in our family for eighteen or 
twenty months. He told my, he was a * for improve 


ment, 


(En 


ment, for eighteen ſhillings 4 week | My brother was clerk | 
with Mr. Sharples. I do not know that Mr. Shaw was 
fellow clerk with my brother. He never ſtated, in my 
my hearing, his intention of marrying my ſiſter. I re- 
member this young man's brother coming to our houſe, 
but do not know whether or not he drank tea, although 
he was there moſt of the evening. I do not know that 
there was a word ſaid by this young man, that he was 
going to be a huſband to my ſiſter. I cannot ſay that he 
| was at our houſe in the ſummer of 1789, but know that 
he was there one evening between eleven and twelve at 
night. My ſiſter made a complaint of it to me. 


MR. CHAPMAN CROSS-EXAMINED BY MR. ERSK INE. 


The n is an attorney, and lives in Thanet- 
vibes: He was in our houſe in 1789, about a fortnight: 
before he went into the country. In the months of Ja- 
nuary and February, 1789, he was in London, and never 
viſited us: he then lived in New Inn. I never ſent to 
ſee what was become of him; and, as far as 1 195 ny 


ſiſter never called or ſent to kin. 
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Mr. Mincay diferved that notice had bids given to 
Mr. Shaw to produce at the trial of this cauſe a letter which 
be had received from the plaintiff, dated the I 6th or 1 17th 


of OQober, TIES: | i 


MRS. CHAPMAN, | 


I upbraided him with it. He ſaid I was married in the 
morning, and received this letter in the evening from 


_ Miſs 12222 


Lord K i NYON aſked if any Kite had been given to 


this letter? 


To which Mr. Mi dar ow in the negative. 


Lord Kenyon then ſaid he was of Sm it e not 


be given in ate, 


OY 


MR, TURNEY. EXAMINED BY MR. MINGAY. 


1 am an 1 . attended Miſc Chapman for 6 | 
months in the year 1786, when ſhe was very ill. Her 


mind 
2 


= 
| mind was diſordered : her diforder was the * of an 


bl 


 m_ mind. 


LORD KENYON. 
Xi JJ 3 4 U 
1 muſt undoubtedly - take it for granted that the 
plaintiff. was ill in conſequence of her great attachment 
0. the defendant. 5 £1. 24 Pallchhe bas n 98) To 


MR. ERS K IN E. 
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I wonder to what extent the myſterious end of 
medicine will arrive at aro 1 believe wy will Ot it by . 


and antral Þ - 7010! ROB: Ot 3801 V 
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\ CHARLES CHAPMAN EXAMINED BY MR. GARROW. 
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I am another brother to the plaintiff, and knew Mr. Shaw 
the defendant ; during the latter period of his viſits at our 


houſe he did buſineſs for himſelf; he was agent for his 
two brothers, and he did VO: for” another gentleman 


£44 ON 31 . » 4 # i : 44 Ss > 7% a4 - p44 by I 7 11321 


whom 1 knew. ; 


nat | | | 7 
1 F a This 


(8) 
This as all the evidence that was produced . 
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u Eri dheh Toe) "ws Leafling ebunſef on the part 
of the defendant, _ addreſſed his Lordſhip, and the Jury, 
as follows: 


May. it pleaſe your xr Lordſhip, paler you, Gentlemen of 
the Jurys FETT 5d 5x5 wow 09 who W 


* xz Wollten Niv yorls d 1 - fat 26 ures lier trioiben 

What is paſſing = mig us in "ala 3 a 
miniature of what is paſſing in the world at large; (as 
| ſcenes in private life ſomething reſemble thoſe which are 
acted in publick.) I ſhall . endeavour to defend my 

elient againſt this family compact. I will preface what I 
am about to ſay to you, with an ne + 
you my word of honour is a; ſincere, one. There is n 
man. hving. who feels more regard than 1 40 for | 

© honour of won; or who. enters more ardently into 


_ their ares: there i is no man ling who more pathetically | 
laments. - 


4 — " 
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laments. ſeduction; or Vvould more willingly. hold. up 
to public deteſtation their ſeducers. No man reſpects 
private life more, or thinks higher of the peace, hap- 
pineſs, and proſperity of families who are engaged in 
ne lower, but I think in the moſt uſeful walks of 
fe; namely; thoſe -who are engaged in trade. And 
cherefore, I am ever ready 10 allow that any tradeſman 
Who has fuſtained an injury has a right to be heard and 
to be attended to by a Jury of his country. I am only 
ſorry to remark, that the conduct of theſe witneſſes does 
not much credit to that purity, honour, and fairneſs of deal- 
ing, which are often found in theſe walks of life. You 
have before you the defendant, Mr. Shaw, who is a young 
man juſt coming into the world, etideavouring to provide 
for himſelf, and to forward his fortune. Gentlemen of 
the Jury, many of your connexions may probably be in 
the ſame ſituation. The youngeſt of twelve children, thruſt 
out into the world to; ſtruggle againſt all the viciſſitudes of 
fortune, and to hold out againft all her vanities and caprices. 
My client was ſent out into the wide world ta ſeek: his 
inaintenance at the age of ninetten. For a ſliort time he was 
clerk to an attorney, amd in the ſame office with one of the 
brothers of the preſent plaintiff, who firſt introdueed him 


into "his aa Mr. Chapman, — he is the father 
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of chis family, and the head of this houſe, has not been 


ſummoned as a witneſs in this cauſe. In caſes of this ſort 
women are better witneſſes than men, and Mrs. Chapman 
has conducted herſelf better than her huſband could have 
done: women concern themſelves more with theſe little 


attentions which are paid to their ſex by men; and theres 


fore, they are more competent witneſſes. But when 
you come to a ſerious connexion, the huſband moſt un- 
doubtedly muſt be conſulted; becauſe, by the law of 
ee 8 6 the conſent * —_ 2 
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The lady is of age. | . 
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intention of a marriage, the father would certainly have 


that during the period of twenty-two months, Mr. Shaw 


* 
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tions to his daughter which young men, at that time of 


life, uſually 'pay to the young women whoſe company 
they keep. And although the parents knew he was a clerk 
at eighteen ſhillings a week, the mother tells you ſhe never 
warned her daughter againſt forming an attachment to him, 
although; as he had no fortune, ſhe muſt have ſeen that this 
marriage would never have produced any deſirable effect. 
But it ſeems to be a principle with this family to diſpoſe 
of their daughters in marriage, as ſoon as they can, and 
how they can; it would be better for them to deſiſt from 
this mode. People ought never to join themſelves in mar- 
riage without having the means of a comfortable ſupport ; 
for no proverb is truer than this (and there is a great deal 
of truth in moſt proverbs) © When poverty comes in at one 
door, love goes out at another.” This a very innocent 


and a very virtuous young woman. And if ſhe has been 


unhappy, ſhe is yet more happy than ſhe would have been 
if ſhe had married Mr. Shaw. The firſt time was the 
ſeventh of July, 1788, when, according to the evidence of 
the mother, the defendant expreſſed an intention to marry 


her daughter. I aſk you, Gentlemen, for I know your 


honour and juſtice will make you extremely attentive; Did 
ſhe mention the converſation that paſſed between the de- 


8 fendant 
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fendant * her to her huſband? Has ſhe ſtated her huſband 
ever ſignified his approbation to my client that he ſhould 
marry his daughter ? ſhe has concealed this part of the ſtory 
which this young man told her, that he had no property, 
and deſired her to communicate this to her huſband, to i 
acquaint him that unleſs it would be convenient for him to 
give his daughter a fortune, it would be impoſſible to 
carry on this engagement. And from that time not a 
fyllable paſſed which conveyed an inclination or | deſire 
on the part, of the parents to carry this marriage 
into effect. This was in July, 1788. He went into the 
eountry; and what correſpondence has been produced from 
him in his abſence ? They have been able to produce. one 
letter from this ardent lover, during the abſence of three 
months. This young woman was ſuppoſed to have had 
fuch an affection for the defendant, as to have turned her brain. 
If ſo, when he returned to London I ſhould think he would 
have been a little reprimanded. by his lover, for negleQing to 
correſponded with her. He returned to town in the end of 
the year 1788. Between twoand three months in the ſpring. 
of the ſame year, he is living in New Inn; he is never once at 
the houſe; he is never viſited by her; he is never inquired: 
after by the parents, although in the month of July, before it 
was announced to the mother by the defendant, that his 
marriage 


(n 
marriage was to be carried into effect in the month of 
November; then, ſaid my client, I ſhall be married to Liz. 
It was a great pity Mr. Neale was not preſent at this con- 
verſation, which paſſed at the houſe of the parents before 
he went away. No! he could not get him to the houſe. 
Mr. Shaw ſaw the folly and danger of the connexion, and 
the ruin that it would bring on both him and this young 
lady. Mr. Shaw had unfortunately deſtroyed a letter written 

by Miſs Chapman to him, acknowledging that this con- 
_ nexion ought to be deftroyed and put an end to by ab- 
ſence, or in any ſhape. Here is a meeting at the houſe 
of Mr. Neale; this young gentleman, one of the brothers 
of the plaintiff is prefent at this converſation, and ſwears 
that Mr. Shaw faid he would marry Liz in November. 
Mr. Shaw comes back in November : Did Mr. Chapman 
ever put Mr. Shaw in mind of his promiſe? Had Mr. 
Chapman no regard for the honour of his fiſter? Had he 


no regard for the reſpe& due to his family? Did he 


never fay to his mother, what is become of Shaw? He 


has returned, and yet has never performed his engagement.. 


1 aſked the mother and alt the three ſons, for this action 
is carried on at the family expence, and with family 
witneſſes, and no one would ſwear this man is fixed with 


3 this 


N 


WE 

this breach of promiſe; but this is not all, no perſon who 
attends, in the ſmalleſt degree, to the manner in which 
| this buſineſs has been conducted, but muſt ſee that this 
is a cauſe trumped up againſt a young man, who is 
obliged to marry againſt his own will, who would have 
much rather married this young woman, but was pre- 
vented, becauſe there was no property on either fide. 


Gentlemen, if any of you had a ſon, and had no pro- 
perty to give him, and who was to work his fortune 
through the world, ſhould form an attachment to any 
tradeſman's daughter, would you not expect, from the 
fairneſs and honeſty of people of this deſcription, to have 
had ſome communication on the ſubject? Would you not 
have expected ſomething to this effe&: Your ſon has 
viſited my daughter; a new connection has ſprung up 
between them : is it for the advantage of either or both ? 
Common honour, common honeſty called for ſuch a com- 
munication. I ſhould conſider it as a conſpiracy againſt | 
me, if any family were to permit a ſon of mine to form 
an attachment to one of their daughters, and never com- 
municate it to me. If, in conſequence of ſuch an ac- | 
quaintance, he ſhould form an injudicious connexion, I 

LE} | ſhould 
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ſhould conſider it as a conſpiracy if not made acquainted 
with it. By the law of England, a father who has a ſon 
under age, is intitled to ratify the contract of marriage, and 


if performed without the conſent of the father, it is no 


engagement. It is evident that this family, I do not ſay 
wickedly, but fooliſhly, ſuffered my child to go on in forming 
an attachment to their daughter, without either directly 


or indirectly communicating it to any branch of my child's 


family. 5 


he This is not all; you are Are to believe, by Mrs. 
Chapman, that the defendant ſaid to her, I will bring 
1 my brother, Mr. Shaw, to viſit you. The defendant 


was to introduce his brother as a brother-in-law ; as a 


man who. was to be received with open arms, and taker 


into the affections of this family. She tells you, ſhe 


addreſſed Mr. Shaw -as ſhe would any one of you. He. 


remained from fix or ſeven in the evening, until twelve 


o'clock at night ; ; the father preſent, the mother preſent, 


all the brothers preſent, the man himſelf preſent, who 


promiſed to marry the young lady, when he returned 
in November; i and yet not a labile is faid on the 


ö 


ſubject. 
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br addreſs cd} to os whoſe excellent underſtand- 
ings, and the meaſure of whoſe knowledge I am already 
acquainted with; and, therefore, 1 think it unneceſſary 
for you to N theſe good underſtandings you 
poſſeſs on the ſubject. I ſhall, I will put this caſe, that 
your daughter was about to be married to me; that I 
| faid to your daughter, I' bring my brother to ſee 
you, and that a marriage was ſoon to be ſolemnized ; 
is it poſſible to conceive in your own minds, is it pro- 
bable to ſuppoſe, when the friends had fat from fix or ſeven, 
until twelve at night, not a ſyllable was ſaid on the ſubject; 
would it not have been very natural for ſome of the parties 
to have obſerved, © Here is a proſpect, of marriage 
about to be ſolemnized between ſuch and ſuch relations, 
and I hope we ſhall be all happy in the connexion ? " 


but here every thing wears the appearance 2 a, plot— 


When he comes back in November, 1788, he was to be 


married privately firſt.— Why ?—They tell you he was of 
age, and ſhe was of age; why then a private marriage ? 
Was it to conceal it from his own family before his 
parents and his numerous brothers could come and 
enter their proteſt againſt a connexion which would involve 


both * 18 in _ this 1 is the true ſituation of the 
: buſineſs; 


A 


7), buſineſs; but you wall obſerve further, one of the bro- 
thers ſays, they were to have been married privately: Why 
when he came to town, was not this taken notice of? 
There is not a ſyllable of evidence in the cauſe, of his ever 
having been called on to carry this marriage into effect. "7 
Mr. Shaw's affections were undoubtedly fixed on Miſs | 
Chapman, but he had no fortune. Did Mr. Chapman 
ever offer him a fortune with his daughter? Mrs, Chap- 
man knows that ſhe concealed a part of the converſation 
between her and the defendant, who defired her to aſk 
her huſband what he would give, and yet this man, 
Mr. Chapman, is kept in the back ground; why was 
he not ſworn, ſince he could have thrown light upon 
the ſubject? Then comes the apothecary in Macbeth, 
ſhaking his head, with a portentous air, and whirling his 
fingers about like ſome conjuror. When phyſicians can- 
not find any diſorder in the body, they ſay there muſt 
be ſome diſorder in the mind; the greateſt phyſicians 


that adorn the world and ſcience, when they go out of 


the path of experimental philoſophy and truth, only make 
aſſes of themſelves /in the face of the public, and will 
make every man laugh at them, who becomes acquainted 
with their preſumption and ridiculous folly. | 

11S : | | _ Gentlemen, | 


| 
| 
| 
3 
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T am ſure you will Wake” a youre” and moderate uſe 
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| Gentlemen, you may give the plaintiff a verdict of 
ſixty or ſeventy pounds; you may caſt my client into 


priſon; you may make another family unhappy, for there 
is another - unfortunate woman; and 'if there has been 


any crime committed, ſhe has not partaken in it. 


-" Gentlemen, the defendant ſtands in the ſame Gruende 
in which I am afraid we have all, at one time or other 
ſtood; we have caſt our affections into a quarter where 
fortune has not caſt her ſmiles. The law undoubtedly 
has put the whip into your hands, and feeling like diſ- 
ereet, honourable men, like men of humanity and juſtice, 


| 
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Lonp Kenvon's Addreſs to the Jury. 


„Gentlemen of the Jury, 


This cauſe bes in a very narrow compals. There are 
wo points in it. Firſt, Whether the promiſe ſtated 
| by the plaintiff, and made to her, has been broken? and 
Secondly, What are the damages? If any perſon who 
enters into this engagement is reputed to be of ſober 
life and converſation, but who turns out, on a fair 
inquiry, to be a woman whoſe character is ſtained, the 
promiſe, although made to her, will not bind the other 
party 3 in point of law. If a lady is chaſte and virtuous 
at the time of making che promiſe, but before the 
performance of it acquires 2 different character, there 
is in this caſe likewiſe an end of it: but nothing of 
this kind appears in the preſent caſe; and the learned 
| counſel for the defendant ſeems to admit that the 
verdict muſt be for the plaintiff, and undoubtedly it 
muſt; and then the queſtion ariſes reſpecting damages. 


And, Gentlemen, it is ſcarcely neceſſary to mention, that 


vou | ought always to have reſpect to the ſituation in 


fe of the a who is to pay thoſe damages. The 


I conduct 
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conduct pf the defendant during this buſineſs does not | 
appear to me marked with any peculiar delinquency. 
Too often, indeed, an improper intimacy, by the in- 


attention of parents, has happened; the daughters have 
been ſeduced; but fortunately, in this caſe, nothing 
of that ſort has occurred. It was a pleaſing dream; 3 


but the defendant was . at laſt awaked from it, from 
a view of his own . ſituation : this, however, does 


not juſtify him in breaking his promiſe, but preſents 


him to you in a ſituation more favourable, His 


ſituation in life is certainly very narrow; he is 


living upon the ſmall earnings ariſing from the pro- 
feſſion to which he has been bred up ; he is now con- 
nected with another woman. Whether he is the father 
of a family or not, I do not know; but he is the 
Huſband of a wife; and you will undoubtedly advert to 
that ſituation. I do not ſay, always, that a man who 
cannot pay in his purſe, ſhall not be called upon to 
pay in his perſon. However, the defendant does | not 


appear to you in that criminal fituation in which ſeveral 
others have been placed. | 


** 
* 


G 
Gentlemen, You are now acquainted with all the cir- 
cumſtances of this caſe, The conſequence of large 
damages will not be productive of much benefit to the 
plaintiff; at the ſame time, they may cruſh the defendant. 
You are the ſole and only conſtitutional judges of what 


the damages ſhall be. You-will attend to the ſituation 
of the parties, and, I am ſure, will do ſubſtantial juſtice. 


VERDICT for the PLAINTIFF, 


TWENTY POUNDS. 
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